TREE TOPS NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 2012

 (
Happy New Year
 Tree Tops!
Welcome to 2012.   Hopefully everyone has a healthy, happy and 
prosperous 2012.    The Tree Tops newsletter will be published quarterly going forward.    The newsletter will be distributed in January, April, July and October.   In addition to the newsletter our email alerts will be sent out for any events that happen between newsletter mailings.   If you would like to contribute an article or topic to the newsletter feel free to email 
brian.bradway@raymondjames.com
 or 
jmcbsn@hotmail.com
.   The newsletter is currently produced by Brian and Janet each month.
  If you have questions about our email notification subscription services please email Brian or Janet.
Board Meetings
As stated in our last newsletter, we have two board meetings a year.   The first board meeting of the year will be held on February 
7
 at 5:30pm
 at the Upper Tampa Bay Library
.   The primary 
topics to be covered are a review of our finances for the current year and bring
 residents up to date on any items that are of concern.   If you would like to speak at the board meeting we ask that you sign up in advance and send your topic so that it can be added to the agenda prior to the meeting.   Once again you can email Brian or Janet at the email addresses above.
The second board meeting will be held at the end of May or early 
June
 to approve the budget f
or the 2012-2013 Budget year.  If you have items you would like included in our budget next year, please email Brian or Janet at the email addresses above.
 
First Choice
First Choice is our property management company.   First Choice performs the following services for our community:
They inspect our property several times a month and send violation notices, second notices and fine notices.
  
In the event that escalation 
occurs, 
they work with the board and attorneys to ensure compliance.
They 
work with the board to resolve any concerns raised by residents.
They handle our monthly finances and produce our monthly financials.
They keep our gates programmed and update the gate entry system as residents come and go.
In addition to the above they handle many of the miscellaneous tasks that it takes to keep our community running smoothly.   The main contacts at First Choice are as follows:
Assigned Property Manager – Jerry Massie
(
727) 785-8887  x309 
CAM2@firstchoicemetro.com
Accounting Manager – Jerry Massie
Annie Shepherd (727) 785-8887  x332
Finance@firstchoicemetro.com
Closing Department and Gate Access
T
eri Burford (727) 785-8887  x322
Admin_3@firstchoicemetro.com
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Letters cost us all money…..

As stated above our management company handles the day to day business of our community.   Most of the work falls to reminder letters being mailed to residents to address issues overdue.    Residents can be proactive by reviewing the deed restrictions and ensuring they are compliant with the rules in our community.   Every letter that is mailed costs each of us money and routinely adds up to over $1000 dollars every year.    Some helpful reminders are listed below:
  
· Since our common grounds maintenance crew is only at the community once a week, it would be appreciated if residents on their walks in the community and those visiting the playground would collect and discard any debris that they see such as empty water bottles, wrappers, etc.
· Empty garbage containers should be moved out of sight of the street after collection days.
· Basketball hoops must be stored out of sight of the street when not in use.
· Sidewalks should be cleaned on a regular basis.
· Roofs should be cleaned when necessary. 
· Boats are not allowed to be left on the banks of the lake.
· Cars should not be parked on the road or across the sidewalk.
· Dogs should be on leash at all times.
· If your animal relieves itself, please clean up after your pet.

Board Members and ARC Members Needed
The HBH resignation has left 2 vacancies on the Board. Currently Chris Tuite has been the only member of our community to volunteer to work on the board of directors.   Since the board cannot function with an even number of members we will continue to function as a three person board until a fifth person is willing to serve.   

In addition, the Architectural Review Committee is another important aspect of our community.   Currently Brian Bradway is filling in as chairperson until another member of our community steps forward and is willing to serve.   

We encourage you to become involved in our community.    Both of these positions are vital to keeping our neighborhood functioning as an HOA. If you are interested in either of these positions, please contact Brian Bradway or Janet Chan at the emails listed in this newsletter.

WOW delivery

We would like to thank Nancy Skubis for stepping forward and being our WOW delivery person.


Tree Tops Gate Poll

The gate poll was completed on November 1st and we only received 17 responses to our poll. Seven are in favor of leaving it as is and 10 in favor of having it closed all the time. We have decided to modify the times the gate is open to accurately reflect the high traffic times and compromise on the times. The gates will now be open on the weekdays from 7-8:30 am and 5-6pm. The gates will be closed all day Saturday and Sunday.

Holiday Decorating

Another thank you goes out to Janet Chan, Ron Ellett , Terry Ong, Tara Marra, and Naveena Vindhya for their dedication to decorating our community this holiday season.    

Montgomery Suit Update

We are still currently in the process of resolving our dispute with Montgomery Property Management.   To refresh everyone’s memory, Montgomery failed to file insurance claims for damages to our gates when cars stuck them.   The Montgomery contract specifically detailed the requirements of that company to handle these types of matters.   The case should be heard around the springtime and more information will be provided at the February board meeting.


Recommended Contractors

Share your positive experiences with contractors with your neighbors.  We keep these contractors names on the forum site but they have been placed into the newsletter to bring them to your attention.  If you would like a contractor added to this list, please email brian.bradway@raymondjames.com.

	Recommended Contractors

	Type of Service
	Company
	Name
	Email Address
	Phone Number

	A/C
	Hunter A/C
	Ted Hunter
	N/A
	813-833-9998

	Banking
	SunTrust
12101 W Linebaugh Ave
Tampa, FL 33626
	Evelyn Moronta
	Evelyn.moronta@suntrust.com
	813-814-1245

	Custom home/remodel builder
	United Dream Home builders
	Rocky Strassberg
	rstras3067@aol.com
	727-434-1686

	Custom Closets
	N/A
	Ralph
	N/A
	813-494-3396

	Decorative Interior Painting
	http://www.artys.lv/eng/galereja_tem.htm

	Artis
	artbyartis@gmail.com
	N/A

	Electrician
	N/A
	Herman Tims
	N/A
	727-410-4618

	Handyman
	N/A
	Frank Farrel
	N/A
	813-294-8493

	Home Audio, Smart Home Technology featuring Control 4 and Structured Wiring
	Hive
	Jeff Harris
	Jeff@hivestyle.com
	813-376-1616

	Home Bug and Pest Control
	American Lawn Savers
	John Lefczuk 
	N/A
	813-948-8691 
813-910-7202

	House Cleaning
	Sandra’s Cleaning Service
	Sandra
	N/A
	813-855-7701

	House Cleaning
	Neuza Oliveira House Cleaning
	Neuza
	N/A
	813-891-6069

	Lawn and Tree Fertilization Service
	American Lawn Savers
	
	N/A
	813-948-8691 
813-910-7202

	Professional Lawn Services 
	Greenacre Professional Lawn Service

	Todd C. Rix

	toddcrix@aol.com

	813 988-9220





	
Recommended Contractors

	Type of Service
	Company
	Name
	Email Address
	Phone Number

	Professional Lawn Services 
	Commercial Landscape
	Shawn Haynes
	schamg@aol.com

	813-781-0533

	Plantation Shutters for your home
	Blind King
	N/A
	N/A
	727-842-7979

	Plumber
	Aardvark Plumbing Co
	Larry
	N/A
	813-601-8470

	Pool Service
	Splash Pool Service
	Robert
	N/A
	813-404-5141

	Pressure Washing and Paver Sealing
	Extreme Surface Protection
	Danny
	N/A
	727-919-1370

	Pressure Washing, Roof Cleaning, Paver Sealing
	K & J Pressure Cleaning LLC
	N/A
	Kory@kandjproservices.com
	813-407-9077

	Pressure Washing and Roof Cleaning
	Crown Systems
	Thom
	N/A
	813-989-0796

	Pressure Washing and Roof Cleaning
	Hanson's Pressure Washing
	N/A
	N/A
	813-973-0274 or 
813-884-8480

	Realtor
	Century 21
	Mary Strong
	mtstrong@verizon.net
	813-728-5073

	Veterinary Services
	Plantation Animal Hospital 
4585 Gunn Hwy
	Dr. Rhonda Johnson
	N/A
	(813) 968-3393
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