Tree Tops News Letter

July 21, 2010

HO Assessment Invoices Everyone should have received their annual assessment package.   The annual homeowner’s assessment is $2196.15 and is due by 7/31/2010.  Failure to pay the assessment by the due date will result in a late payment charge of $50 and interest being charged at 18%.
Property Management Company Selected   The board has selected First Choice as the property management company going forward.   The board spent a lot of time interviewing the three companies and going over the miscellaneous expenses charged by the firm.   In the end, the board agreed that First Choice offered the best service for our community.

In early August, everyone will receive a welcome package from First Choice.   First Choice will start managing Tree Tops effective September 1st.   Please take the time to review the material sent out by First Choice in August.  There will be some forms that need to be completed and mailed in.

As part of our contract with First Choice, they will be onsite twice a month for compliance matters.   During these visits they will survey the properties and make note of violations.   All violations will be managed by First Choice.

ARC Meeting Schedule   The schedules for ARC Meetings will now be posted on the community bulletin board and are public meetings.  These meetings will be held at HBH Headquarters at 19001 Sunlake Boulevard, Lutz FL  33558.   Only ARC related topics will be discussed at these meetings.

The next meeting is 7/27 at 10 am.  The following ARC applications are on the agenda for this meeting are the following items
1) Dock and the associated landscape plan
2) Children’s swing set and associated landscape plan

3) Arbors and associated planting materials for a walkway

4) Fountain application
ARC Submissions A proper ARC submission is required for all Architectural and Exterior Modifications not specifically identified as an exception in our guidelines document.   

The guidelines document is located on the forum site under the Architecture Topic (See Below).   A proper ARC submission will also include your lot survey, pictures and a full description of the change.   Failure to submit a complete application may result in delays to your application being approved.   
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Board Meetings for 2010-2011   There will be four board meetings over the course of the next year.   These meetings will correspond to the end of each quarter of the budget year.   The board will review the budget and expenses at these meetings, vote on any necessary items, and listen to resident concerns.   The next board meeting will be held in early October, followed by meetings in January, April and July.   

In 2011, we are also going to look into changing the fiscal year to a calendar year for reporting purposes and ways to streamline our payment of association dues, potentially adding the ability to pay quarterly.   As we make more decisions on this we will keep you informed.

Tree Tops Web   The Tree Tops Web Site http://www.tampatreetops.com/ is our primary vehicle for neighborhood communications.   In order to receive communications, you must have registered on the site.   The subscriptions tab is used for the purpose of signing up for email notifications of posting of important information on the web.  This subscription service is used to let residents know about issues within the community such as the gate not working, the irrigation system not working, sending out meeting minutes and communication of the monthly newsletter.   

Located on the documents tab are the documents that comprise our Declaration of Covenants, Restrictions and Easements for the neighborhood.
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Tree Tops Forum Site   The Tree Tops Forum site http://forum.tampatreetops.com/ is available to only Tree Tops residents.  On this site you can find information about our Entry Camera system, Entry Gate, Contractors, and many other subjects.   In addition, we can create polls used to conduct neighborhood surveys for capital improvements, etc.   
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Month End Reporting Package   In order to streamline reporting, the board has set up a separate area on the forum site for Month End Reports.   If you are interested in reviewing these reports, we suggest that you set up subscription on the forum site to the information.   To set up a subscription, you simply go into the forum topic and click on the link at the bottom of the page for subscriptions as shown below.
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WOW Magazine Delivery Person For the last two years, Janet Chan has graciously delivered the WOW magazine.   I am sure many of you enjoy the information in this magazine.   Now that Janet has assumed the role of Vice President of the Board, she would like to hand off this responsibility to another Tree Tops resident.   Please email Janet at jmcbsn@hotmail.com if you are willing to deliver the monthly magazine.

Compliance Items in Focus  Recently we have been asked to address the following deed restriction matters that are not in full compliance:

Mailboxes – Everyone’s mailbox must be kept in good condition and occasionally needs to be painted and the numbers replaced.   At the end of this newsletter is a document that has been provided to us by the mailbox company.  The document has information about the care of your mailbox, replacement parts and how to get new numbers should you wish to repaint.   
Boats on the Lake – Each owner of a lot on the lake may have only one boat and the boat must not be on the bank of the lake.  The boat can stay in the water but must be secured to a dock or kept in the owner’s garage.

Dog Droppings and Dogs on Leashes Once again we have been asked to remind everyone to please pick up after their dogs and to keep their dogs on leashes when walking them in the neighborhood.

Dumping of Landscape Material We have had several complaints about dumping of landscape material in the small stream in the back of the neighborhood.   If you see a landscaper or homeowner dumping materials, please do your best to report this to the property management company.   We believe that at least one landscaper routinely dumps yard waste here and it is costing the association money to remove and clean this area.

Cuteri Dock The board and the Mr. Cuteri have been working on a resolution to the existing issue with regards to their dock.  We hope to announce a resolution soon.

Mini Grants From Hillsborough County   Janet Chan has recently been working on applications for mini grants with the help of Diane to secure funds for the following activities:

· Dumpster Day – This will give us funds to have garbage bins brought to the neighborhood so we can throw out items we no longer want and clean up some of the common areas and construction lots (if needed)

· Drip Irrigation – This will help to defray some of the costs for the Montague Street Improvements

· Landscape Grant – This will also be used to defray some of the costs for the Montague Street Improvements.

· Neighborhood Improvement Grant – This will be used to defray some of the costs for the Playground Improvements.
Status of Capital Improvement Projects The board made a decision to hold off on all the capital improvements until we have a good idea on our association dues collections.   As you know some of the HBH lots are in foreclosure and there may be other lots that are in foreclosure as well.

Forced Mowing The board made a decision to start force mowing of the vacant lots and two homeowner lots.   These costs will be potentially recovered when the lots are sold.

Color Palette Diane worked with Scott Paint to have a color palette created of colors that can be used to paint your house.  These are suggested color schemes and are available for your use should you be considering a painting project.   It is important to remember even with the color palette that the painting must be approved by the ARC committee.

Recommended Contractors – Share your positive experiences with contractors with your neighbors.  We keep these contractors names on the forum site but they have been placed into the newsletter to bring them to your attention.  If you would like a contractor added to this list, please email brian.bradway@raymondjames.com or log onto the forum site and enter the name in the contractor section.
	Recommended Contractors

	Type of Service
	Company
	Name
	Email Address
	Phone Number

	Custom Closets
	N/A
	Ralph
	N/A
	813-494-3396

	Decorative Interior Painting
	http://www.artys.lv/eng/galereja_tem.htm

	Artis
	akarnishauskis@hotmail.com

	N/A

	Electrician
	N/A
	Herman Tims
	N/A
	727-410-4618

	Handyman
	N/A
	Frank Farrel
	N/A
	813-294-8493

	Home Audio, Smart Home Technology featuring Control 4 and Structured Wiring
	Hive
	Jeff Harris
	Jeff@hivestyle.com
	813-376-1616

	Home Bug and Pest Control
	American Lawn Savers
	John Lefczuk 
	N/A
	813-948-8691 

813-910-7202

	House Cleaning
	Sandra’s Cleaning Service
	Sandra
	N/A
	813-855-7701

	House Cleaning
	Neuza Oliveira House Cleaning
	Neuza
	N/A
	813-891-6069

	Lawn and Tree Fertilization Service
	American Lawn Savers
	John Lefczuk 
	N/A
	813-948-8691 

813-910-7202

	Lawn Mowing and Tree and Shrub Replacement 
	Commercial Landscape
	Shawn Haynes
	schamg@aol.com
	813-781-0533

	Pool Service
	Splash Pool Service
	Robert
	N/A
	813-404-5141

	Plantation Shutters for your home
	Blind King
	N/A
	N/A
	727-842-7979

	Plumber
	Aardvark Plumbing Co
	Larry
	N/A
	813-601-8470


Mailbox Information
[image: image5.jpg]o
Mailboxe&Sign
W





12801 Commodity Place

Tampa, FL  33626

813-818-7100

sales@creativemailboxdesigns.com
Mailbox Care Instructions and Suggestions

Thank you for purchasing your new Creative Mailbox Designs mailbox. Your new mailbox comes with a standard one year warranty against manufacturing or material defects.  We wish to help offer you some tips to extend the life of your mailbox so it may continue to give you many years of enjoyment and longevity for your investment.  The first thing to imagine is what would happen to your automobile finish if you left it on the street in the sun baking and never washed it for years.  It isn't hard to envision the results.  Frankly your new mailbox is not at all different.  It requires care and attention to maintain and extend its beauty.  We feel that caring for your new mailbox is as easy as 1, 2 , 3.

1. Pick up some Wash/Wax combo at your local auto parts store. We recommend (Rain X / 20 oz. High Foaming with Carnauba Wash and Wax).  This product and the ones like it (yes you can use any wash/wax combo) have the wax suspended in the cleaner, which allows it to wash away the wax residue that can otherwise be left by paste waxes and leave streaks. Please do not use a paste wax like turtle wax.

2. Get a soft hand held car wash brush or sponge, a chamois (shammy), and a small bucket. You probably already have these from your car care kit at home.  Place a few ounces of the wash wax into the bucket and fill it with cool water so its nice and foamy.

3. Get the mailbox thoroughly wet with a hose.  Then apply the foamy wash/wax liberally over all surfaces of the unit. Then simply rinse thoroughly so that all suds are gone. We recommend the use of a chamois to absorb and dry the water from the mailbox.  Now your done!

We suggest these steps be repeated monthly. 

Other tips:

1. Keep yard caring equipment like weed whackers and tillers away from the mailbox and hand trim those areas to reduce the risks of damage.

2. Do not allow a sprinkler system to spray on the boxes directly daily.  Many sprinkler systems have hard water, chlorine, sulfides and other contaminants which can damage protective coatings like paint and powder coat greatly reducing the life span of your investment.

3. Do not hang, lean, shake or allow children to play on the mailboxes this can cause damage to your product if enough force is administered.

4. And always look in your rear view mirror when backing out of the driveway because you just washed and waxed your mailbox as well as your car and we don't want to see either if them blemished in any way.

If you have any questions or need any replacement parts, please contact our Customer Service Department at 813-749-2440 or 1-800- 804-4809        

