Tree Tops News Letter

June 24, 2010

Minutes and HO Assessment Invoices The minutes from the special meeting, budget meeting and organizational meeting and the invoice for the homeowner’s association fees will be mailed this week.   The annual homeowner’s assessment is $2196.15 and will be due 7/31/2010.  

ARC Meeting Schedule   The schedules for ARC Meetings will now be posted on the community bulletin board and are public meetings.  These meetings will be held at HBH Headquarters at 19001 Sunlake Boulevard, Lutz FL  33558.   Only ARC related topics will be discussed at these meetings.
The next meeting is 6/28/2010 at 8 am.  The following ARC applications are on the agenda for this meeting:

1) Screening on Anderson Dock (the dock on the old Brown property). 
2) Statues for the Pettinato house 
3) Solar Panel installation
4) Other ARC Items that come in from the time of this writing.
Pending Foreclosure of HBH Properties in Tree Tops The board received notification from Bank of America that they are foreclosing on three properties in the community owned by HBH.   The process may or may not actually take place and could take several years to complete.  Until that time, HBH is the owner of the property.  The properties in question are the spec home on Beagle Run and the two lots in the rear of the neighborhood with bridges to them.   
The foreclosure process allows us to collect one year of association dues from the bank when the property sells. If the sales price exceeds the mortgage amount and sufficient funds are available we can also collect miscellaneous expenses for such things as mowing the property.
Maintenance of HBH Properties The board has had several discussions with HBH regarding the maintenance of their properties.  The board has made the decision to send violation letters to HBH regarding the mowing of their lots as well as the trash around the construction sites.  The board has decided to maintain the properties and all costs will be carefully tracked in our collection logs.
Property Management Company Interviews   The board will be renegotiating the contract for the Property Management Company for Tree Tops.  Three companies plus our current manager Montgomery Property Management will be interviewed by the selection committee.   The additional companies are First Choice, Rizzetta and Company, and CAMS.   Please let us know if you have any information about any of the above companies.  You may email any board member, see contact information below.
Weekly Meetings with Property Management Company   Two board members meet weekly with Diane to ensure all community matters are being handled proactively.   If you have something that you would like to see addressed please email Brian at brian.bradway@raymondjames.com or Janet at jmcbsn@hotmail.com.

Board Member’s Contact Information The contacts page on the community website has been updated with the information for new board members.  The board kindly thanks Mary Strong for her contributions during the last year.   The contacts page is located at: http://www.tampatreetops.com/contact
Financials for May 2010 are Posted   The financials for month ending May 2010 have been posted on the forum site.   All information is posted in the General Section of the forum.   If you have lost your ID or password to the forum site or have never signed up, please contact Brian at Brian.Bradway@raymondjames.com.   Each month we post the following information:

· ARC Log

· Bank Balance Report

· Income and Expense for the fiscal year compared to budget

· Violation log

Also in this section is the current budget and reserve study.   
Help Keep Our Community Clean Our landscaping company is generally in our community once a week on Tuesdays at which time they pick up any trash on our common areas, streets and playgrounds including hauling away the trash from the bin at the playground. 
The only people that the community can rely upon to pick up trash during the other six days are the residents. Many of you take daily walks through the neighborhood. During those walks, we would be grateful if you would pick up any trash that you come across and place it in either the garbage container at the playground or in your own garbage containers. Thanks for your efforts to keep our community's appearance more pristine.
Lawn and Fertilization Companies    We have received a lot of compliments regarding the companies fertilizing and maintaining the community common areas.   These companies are able to service your home as well.  The lawn company person to contact is Shawn Haynes at 813-781-0533.   The fertilization company is American Lawn Savers and the person to contact is Guy Burns at (813) 245-4043.   American Lawn Savers does Fertilization and Pest control.
Hurricane Preparedness Guides   Janet Chan will be distributing the updated hurricane preparedness guides for Hillsborough County with the new evacuation zones to all of Tree Tops homes.  Please review the new guidelines so you are prepared for the hurricane season.
Welcome Package for New Residents   The board and Marcus Gibbs worked on a very nice booklet that is given each new resident of Tree Tops.   The booklet covers information the following information:

· How to access our web site and forum site

· How to open the gate from your phone, how to get your information into the gate system and transmitter request forms

· How to get on the community email list

· Information about our irrigation system and watering restrictions

· A pedestrian gate key is provided
· The ARC process and information about our deed restrictions (CD is provided)

· Garbage collection schedules 
This has been one our huge successes in the last year and the residents that have been welcomed have appreciated the information.   Marcus and Linda Gibbs are our primary greeters.  If you would like an electronic copy of our welcome package please email Diane at diane@montgomerypropertyservices.com.
Forum Web Site We are requesting that everyone accessing the Tree Tops Forum site include their name in their Profile on this site so we can identify and delete residents that move from the neighborhood.   In order to do this you need to log onto the forum site and click on the User Control Panel hyperlink and then the Profile tab shown below to enter your name.   All information is optional but we ask at this time that you enter your name.
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Deed Restrictions In light of the failed change to the deed restrictions for basketball hoops, violation letters will be mailed by the end of the month.   At this time the board will also be addressing the following issues:

· Lawns, Shrubs and Trees that need to be maintained.  We all know it was a hard winter and many homeowners have repaired their landscaping.   At this point, we need to reach out to the homeowners where there are items that need to be addressed.

· Portable Basketball hoops.   As discussed above, the amendment did not pass and all homeowners must comply with the deed restrictions.  
· Fountains that are not on our ARC log.   Several homeowners have fountains and several are missing from our ARC documentation.   Diane will be reaching out to these homeowners to get the documentation on file.  There are no issues with any of the fountains we see but it is important for the proper documentation to be on file.  Some of the fountains were potentially installed as part of contracts with HBH and are not on our ARC log and this needs to be updated.
If you have questions about any of the violations being addressed, please contact our property manager.

